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Sootion I - Significant Organization Activities.
A. (FOUO) Administration/Personnel.

1. Strength.

Headquarters and Headyuarters Battery II FFORCEV Artillery
is orgenized under TOE 6-501E with an authorized and assigned strength
as of 31 Ootober as follows:

AUTHORIZED ASSIGNED
or w0 B o w B
34 2 159 29 2 167
2. Gping snd Losgeg.
GAIRS 10SSES
oFF W0 B Fr W B
11 0 32 12 0 34

3. Casualties during the period inolude:

TYPE HUMBER

Killed in action
Died of battle wounds
Wounded in action
Misging in action

Hon~battle deaths

w © O O O o

Hon-battle casuslties 1
4 onne nte

HQy II FFORCEV Artillery S1 Section continumd to perfors
sdninistrative functions for the hesdquarters and to monitor personnel
actions for the hemdquartcrs battery. The addition of the 54th Artillexy
Group Headquarters under the operational oontzol of IX FPORCEV Axrtillery
oalled for only slightly additionel sdministrative procadures, as the
two grouy hesdquarters deal directly with HQ, USARV on xattsrs of sdmin-
istration of pergonnel. The sssismment of the HHB, 8/25th TAB to II

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
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FFORCEV Artillery somevhat inoreased the administrative load as persomnel
and cdministrstive matters for the umit were channeled through II FPORCEV
Axtillery., The St continued to funoction as & staff coordinator and super—
visor of many of the sdministrative and persomnel activities of the head-
quarters battexy. Mail delivery, religious services, TDY for rest and re-
oupexration, and nedical services were all prcvided by II FFORCEV for the
battery with the assistanocs of the S1 seotion. The unit personnel sestion
has been consclidated with the IX FFORCEV AG Personnel Section sinoe this
headquariers became operational last Maroh and is monitored by the S1.

5. Rest and Recuperation Program.

The following out of country RXR trips wers taken by members
of this headquarters:

LOCATION A3 SEP ocT
Bangkok 1 5 4
Hong Kong 0 2
Tokyo 7 5 2
Teiped 1 0 0
Penang 1 0 0
Hawail 1 3 1
6. Morgle.

The morale of the orgenizaivion continues to be outstanding.

T. A4wards end Decoratiops.

The following awards and deoorations were preesxted during
the pericd:

Good Conduot Medal
Air Medal
irmy Commendation Medal

W WM =3 o

Rronse Star Medel

p)
p)
1
{

AJ
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8. Discipline, Law, end Order.

There were no Summary Courts, Special Courts or General

Courts oonducted during .us reporting period. The hsadquarters battsry
commander sdministered twelve Articles 15 for minor offenses during the
period. On 6 October, eight detachments and companies under 1I FFORCEV
vere placed under CO, 11 FRURCEV Artillery for sdministration of Articles
15, Summary Courts Martial, und Special Courts Martial by CG, II FFPORCEV.
This action increased ths number of judicial actions accomplished by this
headquartexrs.

90 Safety.

The battery sustained two minor vehicle accidents during
this period.

10. Civil Affairs.

The Staff Chemical Officer ocontinued to perform additional
duties as the S5. Foud and clothing provided by USAID were distributed
by II FPORCEV Artillery to ths hamlets of HONAI VAN COI and MAU TAM, to
include the orphanage at MAU TAM. Both hamlets and the orphanage are in
the vicinity of the unit®s compound at LONG BINH. Recsntly 600 school
kits were distributed to the school children of those hamlets. Addition-
ally, this headquarters made arrangements for weekly visits to ecach of
these hamlets by a Medical Team (MEDCAP) from the 8TAB, 25th Arty. The
MEDCAP Program has been in effect for several weeks and has beesn well
received by the people of HONAI VAN COI and MAU TaAM.

1i, Public Information Program.

A public information progwam is being conducted under the
direction of the S1 Section. Ceremonies for awards and decorations, pro-
notions, arrivals of new units, civic sctions, and other activitiea of tha
headquarters were covered by the public irformation program. Stories wsre
relsased for putlication in news media including the Army Times, and the
gsanoneer, published at Fort Sill, Oklshoma. In ~ddition, the program
includes numerous home town releases.

12, Change of Commend.

On 7 3eptember 1966, Brigadier Genoral Willis D. Crittenberger,
Jr. was transferred to the American Embassy in SAIGON fox a special assigm-
ment. Colonel Geoxrge R. Allin, Jr. assumed oommand of II FFORCEV Artillery.
Colonel Allin commanded II FFORCEV Artillaery from its activatica on 17
January 1966 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma wntil 10 March 1966 and again from 24
April to 23 May 1966, He was Deputy Commender duxing the interim periods.

'SECRET
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B. (S) Operations/Intelligence.

1. (C) General.

Operations and intelligence activities of the headquarters
during the reporting period included many of the same subjecta reported
in the previous quarterly operational report as well as severul new pro-
jeots. Stationing plans for artillery units were affected by a number of
changes in the troop program and in the tactioal eituation in Vietnaam.
New attempts wsre made to obtain adaquate numbers of observation end com-
mand and oontrol airoraft foxr groups and battalions under the opsrational
coxmand of this headquarters. Assistance to ARVN in ertillery employment
continued to receive major emphasis. Acting on a recommendation by this
headquarters, CG, IX PFORCEV recommended in & letter of 27 October to the
Deputy CG, USARV that un artillery section be added to Headquarters, USARV
to coordinate artillery matters affecting Vietnam as a whole.

2. (S) Plan for Stationing of Artillery Unitsa.

a. The plan for stationing of inocoming US artillery units
referred to in Section I, paragraph B2 of the Oparational Report for Quar-
torly Period Ending 31 July 1966, was considerably revised by this head-
quarters during the reporting period. The stationing plan has been under
oontinual review dictated by the changing tactical situation, the intro-
duction of additional msjor US maneuver elements into III Corps Tactical
Zone (CTZ) and changes in the %roop program. The 196th Infantry Brigade
(Separate) at TAY NINH, the 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division at BEAR CAT,
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment in the XUAN LOC ares and the 2a Batta-
lion, 34th Armor (2/34th Armor) of the 4th Infantry Division at LONG BINH
all deployed from CONUS to the III CTZ during the period. The revised
plan for the atationing of II FFORCEV Artillery units is shown at Inclo-
sure 1. Rangs capabilities of 175mm gun wnits disposed in accordance
with the stationing plan ere shown on the map &% Inclogsure 2. Range
capabilities of othexr weapons of divisicnal and non-divisional artillery
units lie within the capability circles of the 175um gun and are hence
not shown on the map.

b. The main body of Headgugriers and Headquaxrters Bat-
tery, 8th Target Acquisition Battalion, 25th Artillery (8TAB, 25th Arty)
arrived in oountry on 13 August. However, the unit's equipment did not
arrive until 4 October because of a breakdown of the ship on which it
vas transported. The unit became operational on 19 October. It is as-
signed to thie headquarters and ip stationed at LONG BINH. One meteoro-
logical section is currently stationed at NUI DAT and the other is at
LONG BINH. The aurvey elements of the unit are engaged in extending
oontrol to present end future position areas for both US and ARVN ax-
¢tillery units.

4

SECRET



SECRET

0. COMUSHACY in 3ZHCRET mensage, MACCOC12 42084, COMUSMACY,
DTG 1912392 Sep 66, sub}: Deployment of 17%mm Gun Battery (U), directed
IX FFORCEV to move a 1/%am gun battery to SAIGON Port by 25 Sep for de-
ployment to 1 CTZ. Hattery B, 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (6/27th Arty)
stationed at PHUOC VINJ wus ssleotoed as the unit to be deployed. Based
on operational requirements in I (TZ, the wnit was augmented by the bat-
talion to provide an iuereasend capability for personnel mansgement, sur-
vsy, maintenance, supply and communications. The unit's move from PEUOC
VINH to SAIGON required axtensive enginesr support and a major rosd clear-
ing operation. The primary terrain obstacle was the SONG BE River which
oould not he crossed con tho existing bridge. First, a croseing site neaxr
the bridge which was suitable for rafts had to be secured. Then a size-
able engineer effort was required to prepare the mpproaches to the site
to permit crossing by rafts. Rafting equipment was brought in by air and
assenblel on site. Special training in rafting procedures prepared the
battery for the orossing. On 24 Septerber the unit departed PHUOC VINH,
ocrossed the SONG BE River, and moved to a bivousc poaition shout two ki
lomsters south of the river. They moved the following day to LOXG BINH.
An sdvance party had left PHUOC VIRH by air on 23 September for I Corps.
The unit's equipment was moved from LONG BINH to SAIGON Port on 26 Septem~
ber for loading aboard LYT's, departing the Port on 27 September. Or 29
September, the battery personnel were airlifted from BIEN HOA AB. All
pexrsonnel and equipment closed at DA NAHG oa 29 September and operational
control of the unit passed to CG, III Marine imphibious Force.

d. The advance party of ths 54th Artillery Group, con-
sisting of 5 officers and 8 enliasted men, arrived at BIEN EOA AB froa
Pt. Bragg, N.C. on 20 September and was quartered by this headquarters
as host unit at LONG BINH. After initial orientations and briefings by
II PFORCEV Artillery, the advance party began preparation for racsipt
of the main body. By 27 September moast of the advance party hsad relo-
cated to XUAN 10C, the unit's final destination. The main body arrived
by ship on 1 October at VUNG TAU and was airlifted the seme day to XUAN
10C where it was billeted with the 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery (2/35th
Arty). The unit's equiraent arrived at SAIGON Port on 4, 5, and 6 Oot
and was oonvoyed via LONG BINH to XUAN LOC. The group became opera~-
tional on 20 October 1966. The 2/35th Arty was reassigned from the 23d
Arty Gp to the 54th Arty Gp, effective 20 October 1966, by Gemeral Or-
der # 6111, HQ, USARV, dated 22 Oct 66.

8. The advance perties of both the 1at Battalion, 40th
Artillery (1{40th Artyg(105nm SP) and 2d Battalion, 94th Artillery
(2/94th Arty)(175mm SP) arrived from Fort Sill, Oklahoma by eir at
TAN SON NHUT AB on 3 October and were escorted to CU CHI and LONG BINH
respeotively. By SECRET message, MACI312 44363, COMUSMACY, DTG 0511553
Oct 66, subj: Deployment Looation Change (U), the 1/40th Arty was

5
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diverted to I CTZ. The 2/94th Arty was also diverted to I C?Z by COMUSMACY
in SECRET nessage, MACJ312 44377, COMUSMACY, DTG 0512512 Oot 66, subj: De-
ployssnt Location Change (U). Aocordingly the advance party personnel of
both bettalions were airlifted on 6 and 7 Ootober to DA HANG. The remain-
der of the battalions' personnel and the unit equipment were rerouted at
sea to the I Corps area.

fo The Tth Lattalion, 9ta Artillery (7/9th Arty)(105m= T),
originally planned for employment in IV CTZ was rescheduled for esmploy-
ment in IIT CTZ by COMUSMACV in SECRET message, MACJ 312 44377, DIG 0512512
Oct 66, subj: Deployment Location Chenge (U), to replace the 1/40th Arty.
The unit will be stationed at BEAR CAT and assigned to the 54th Arty Gp.
However, since the 7/9th Arty was scheduled to arrive in country at ebout
the same time as the 1st Battalion, 83d Artillery (1/83d Arty) (8" SP),
which is algo going to the 54th Group, it was decided that the 7/%h Arty
would be received and etaged by the 23d Arty Gp at PHU LOI. The 36-man
advance party of the 7/9th Arty arrived from Port Izwin, California at
TAN SON NHUT AB on 12 October and proceeded inmedjately to PHU LOI. Unit
squipment arrived at SAIGON Port on 26 Ootober end the remainder of the
unit's personnel arrived at VUNG TAU on 30 Oct. By the end of the per-
iod, the 7/9th Arty had plamned a 7 November surface move to BEAR CAT
and expected to become operational in battery increments between 10 and
22 November.

8. The 1/83d Arty also arrived in country during the per-
iod. The 54th Arty Gp, as host unit, received the 25-man advance party
on 22 October and moved them from TAN SON NHUT AB to temporary quarters
.ith Headquaxrters, II FFORCEV Artillery at LONG BINH. The remainder of
the battalion versonnel arrived at VUNG TAU on 31 October and moved to
LONG BINH for staging. Unit equipment is scheduled to arrive on 20 Nove-
ember. The 1/85d Arty will be deployed as indicated in Inclosure 1.

This inclosure also reflects the redeployments in other artillery units
resulting from the positioning of the 1/83d Arty.

he Section I, paragraph B2d of the previous Operational
Report presemted a discussion of plams for stationing of heavy artillery
in LONG AN Province. During this reporting period, preparation continued
to thip end with a position being selected at BEN LUC. The terrain in the
BEN LUC ares has a very high water table and consists primarily of rice
paddies. A massive engineer effort will be required before heavy artil-
lery can occupy the position. Present estimatss indiocate that the posi-
%ion will be prepared by 1 March 1967, and the artillery battery, a com-
posite 175ema/8", will occupy the position immediately thereafter.

i. A plen for stationing heavy artillery in the TAY RIFH

ares was discussed in Section I, paragraph B2g of the previous Operational
Report. That plan has been revised due to the lose of the 2/94th Axrty to

SECRET
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I Corps. Only one couposiie '75mm;C* battery was available for station.
ing at TAY NINH. Battery C, 2d Battalion, 32d Artillery (2/)2d Arty)
(175zm SP) moved twe 175um gmm, on 19 Sep, from CU CHI to an area north-
west ol TAY NINH and occupled a position in the base camp of the 196th
Infentry Brigade. The nattery (-} vas temporarly augmented by two 8"
howitzers from Battery D, 3d Battalion, 13th Artillery (3/13th Arty)

(8" SP), 25th infantry wivision, to form one composite 175mm/8" bat-
tery. C, 2/320 Arty will move ite remaining pieces to TAY NINH as

part of the restationing following the deployment of the 1/63d Arty.

3. (S) Adrcraft for Artillery Units.

a. In Vietnam, artillery units must have aircraft support
to perform their mission. As pointed out in the Operational Report for
May - July 1966, observation aircraft are required for visual reconnais-
sance, reglstration and a’jvstment of fire. Equally important is the
need for helicopters for command and control purposes.,

b. In IIi Corps Tactical Zons, the battalions of groups,
and in many ocases, the batterles of battalions, sre widely separated in
their bage camp leccations. Inclosure 3 shows the base camp locations of
the 23d Artillery Group, Inclosure 4 shows the current and planned base
camp loocations ouif the 54th Artillery Group. Digtances shown on these in-
closures are siraight line distences; road distancwys are much greater,
the roads are aot seocure, and travel on tham requires an armed convoy.

c. light and medium batteries of II PFORCEV Artillary
are almost always out on tactical operstions during which separation
from their parent battalions becoms much greater. Inclomrr23 § through
7 are typical battelion dispoesitions on specific dates and illustrate
how betteries are widely separated from thair battalion headquarters as
the normal situation.

4« With these units deployed in widely dispersed loca-
4%iona, the group and bastelion commandaers are completely dependent on
air transportation for therselves and their astaffs to visit their sub-
oxdinate units for the purpose of carrying out nommal functicna of come
mand and coatrol and to handle necessary administration and logiatical
matters. Without air iranspoxtabtion, commanders are unebla to supervise
the tactical and technical operations of subordinate units or to dster-
mine the status of training, discirline, maintenance and the many other
of fectiveness fastore for which they are reaponsible. In additicn they
are net able to perform route and position reconnaissance, adjust artil-
lery fire, or visit other headguarters for necessary ocoordiuvation on the
employment of their batteries. In short, they are confined to theix own
commend posta where they cannot adequately carry out the functions of
cormend,

SECRET
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0. 'The 23 Artiilery Group and its battalions deployed to
Vietnam with authorized 'Ok aircraft. DBssed on the opsrating requirementes
paculier to thie environment, USARV furthar augmentad thia group's air-
craft support to the fa'lowing totalas

(1) Group Meadquarters: - Three 0-1's, two OH-13'a,
and ons U-6.

{2) tach Actillery Battalion: Two O-1's and one
OH~13,

f. By DA message 763149, dated 3 May 1966, DA directed
that future combe support units. inecluding artillery units, would de-~
ploy without aviation support. As a result of this policy, Headquarters,
54th Artillery Group, and iis battalicna, 2/35th Arty, 1/83d Arty and
7/9th ATty arr ved in country without eviation assets. The 2d Battalion,

11th Artillery 114h Arty )(15%mm ?) is scheduled to arrive in December
1966 without a- 1©“t.

g+ As a resiult of this action, the effectiveness of the
54th Artillery Group has hecn seriously impaired. To slleviate the situe-
tion, II FFORCZV has norzally provided the 54th Group two O-1 aircraft
from its rescurces snd tie 23d Artillery Group has been directed to pro-
vide one OH-13 each day from its already austere assets. This limited
support has been inndequate when only the group hesdquarters and one bat-
talion (2/35th Arty) were operational. As the other two battalions
(1/83d Arty and 7/5th .rty) becoms operational, the situation will be-
come extremely serious.

h. USA®YV, in JECRET message AVHAV-P 53432, HQ, USARV,
pubjt Am Spt for S and ORS Tinite, d4td 2 Aug 66, proposed a pian by
which a totel cf twenvy~two O-1 aircraft and eight OH-13 helicopters
would be furnished to support the requirements of the two artillery
groups and nine battaliora that will comprise IX FFORCEV Artillery.
This plan was mccepted by IT FFOKCEV as an interim solution, but there
is no indication that these assets will be provided in the near future.

i. This headquarters consideras the minimum requirements
for continuous operations to be one UH-13 or OH-23 and two O~1's per
pattalion snd two Oli-i3's or OH-23's and three 0-1's per group heed-
quarters. A total of thirteen helicopters and twenty-four 0-1's would
thus be required. The S4th Artillery Group has an immediate requirement
for the helicuoters, wiithoui which its operations will continue to be
seriously impaired.

4. (S) Requirements for Additioval Countermortar Radaxr Sets.

8. The continued use of mortars by the Viet Cong against
key installations subasu:liates the need for additionel couwntermortar
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radars for airfields, base caups and other vital installations. The limited
aeotor scan of current sets und the all around threat to installations cre-
atss a hesvy requirement for countermortar radar asets.

b. On 31 May 1966, a letter was submitted to the Commanding
General, USARV, requesting thut thirty-seven separate artillery oountermor-
tar radar detachments be added to the troop program with a high priority.
By SECRET message AVHGC~FD 53603, USARV, DTG 1201522 Aug 66, aubj: Require-
ment for Counter mortar Detachments (U), this headquarters was informed that
the additional thirty seven radar detachments have been prograzned with e
requirement date of mid-1967.

cs A roquest was made by SECRET message AVFB-FAD 80361, HQ,
II FYORCEV, DTG 1707402 Aug 66, subj: Requirements for Countermortar De-
tachments (U), that the requirement date be accelerated as much as possible
to moet the critical need : ;ountermortar proteotion. By SECRET message
AVHGC-FD 55676, HQ, USARV, Dis 201216Z Aug 66, subj: Cntr Mtr Det (U), CG,
USARV requested information from DA as to the feasibility of accelerating

the deployment of those detachments. No further information has been re-
ceived on this action.

) d. There are now three countermortar radar ssts employed
in the Capital Military Distriot. Two are at TAN SON NHUT Air Base and
the other at the POL storage facility at NHA BE, approximately 7 kilo-
mators southeasgt of SAIGON. Two additlonal radar sets have besn pro-
grammed for TAN SON NHUT Air Base.

5. (S) Assistance to ARVN,

As reported in previous Operational Reports of this head-
quarters, &n important continuing misaion of II FFOBCEV Artillezry is that
of helping the Army of Vietnam in the employment of its artillery and of
iaproving US ertillery support of ARVN. A number of significant steps in
this direction were taken during this period, as shown by the following
examples:

a. After & number of Regional Force (RF) or Popular Force
(PP) outposts in III CTZ hed been overrun by Viet Cong, this headquarters
decided to make first hend checks on the respcnsiveness of ARVN and U3/
PWMAP artillery within range of RF/PF outposts and ARVN installations.
On 4 August, a visit vas nmade o BA RIA inm PHUOC TUY Province to discuss
this matter with the Sector Advisor snd his Vietnsrese counterparts,
along with representatives of the 1st Picld Regiment of the 1 Austrslisn
Task Porce (1 ATF), and 10th ARVN Division. It was determined that
classes in obaerved fire procedures fo:' parsonnel of the nr/Pr outroste
wvoula be desirable. Classes were conducted by officers of this head-
quarters for about 50 RF/PF porsonnel representing all the cutposts in
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ths viocinity of BA RIA, followed by eervice practios using an ARVN artil-
lery platoon during which & large number of the studente adjusted fire.
In addition to the classes, a check was made to determine if each outpost
had defensive ooncentrations waich were plotted on the firing chart of
e ARVE avtillery. Some doefensive concentrations were fired in using an
ARVN artillery observer in an 0-1 supplied by this hsadquaxcters. The
effectivensss of communications was also investigated. The 1st Pield
Regiment was asked to fire in defensive concentrations around all out-
posts within range and this was accomplished in large part. As a re-
sult of this visit, it was decided to visit all of the provinoes in III
CTZ to acocomplish the same enda. Visits to HAM TAN in BINH TUY Province
and XUAN LOC in LONG KHANH Province were made. Mo assistarce was needed
in BINUI TUY Province and the work in LORG KHANH Provinoe remaing to be

done. Other provinces will be visited and assistance will be provided
as part of this eontinuing projsct.

b. On 9 September, Headquarters, II FFORCEV pub)ished an
101 prepared by this headquarters in which subordinste commanders were
requested to ostablish communications between their artillery wnits and
friendly units, installations; and outposts within ertillery range. The
ob_eotive is to provide timsly artillery fire in support of any friendly
units or installations. This action was a follow~up to the actions de=
soribed in the preceding paragraph. A ocopy of this I0I is at Inclosure 8.

c. The Capital Military District (CMD), which has & uniquse
status axong the politicel sub-diviaions of III Coxrps Tactioal Zone a3 the
seat of the national government, was also visited seversl times during the

period.

(1) Between 6 and 25 August, this headquarters oon-
ducted a study of the artillery support available for the dufense of TAR
SON WHU® Air Base {(in the CMD), end developed rscommendations for improv-
ing that support. The recommendations were briefsd to and approved by
COXUSMACY on 25 August,

(2) On 15 September, the CO and Assistant Pire Support
Coordinator from this headquarters visited the Senior Advisor, (D, to of-
fer assistence in artillery matters. Sensitive areas in (MD, to include
locations of tactical units and RF/PF outposts, along with the fire capa~
bilities of ertillery units to support their defense aress, were discussed.
In addition, the capebilities of personnel at RF/PF outposts to call for
and adjust artillery fire and the difficulties which exist in firing imto
end out of CMD were mentioned. As a result of this visit, it was decdded
that officer teams from this headquarters would visit each district in
the QMD to discuse available fire support with the district chief end his
advisor. Classes will be given, if requested, in obmerved fire nroocedurss
to personnel from BF/FF outposts, and defensive concentrations will be

P
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fired in around eacn RF/PF outpoat where this has not slready besn done.
Suggestione for improving communications have been made. Coordination
vas effected with the 25th ARVN Division end US artillery units capable
of firing into CMD s¢ that the {lre of artillery units outside of CMD
could be called for by cutposts within CMD.

(3) Since CMD has no Artillery Advisor, on 19 Septembsr
this headquarters placed an officer there on temporary duty as the Acting
Artillery Advisor. His job hus been to coordinate the ARVN and US ertile-
lery support available to D to insure that all friemdly units, installa~
tions and outponts can call for {mmediately responsive srtillery fires.

He has assisted in coordinating the projects discussed in the preceding
parsgraph. Headquarters, MACV has recently enthorized & pexrmanent Artile.
lery Advisor to CMD. However, until an officer is assigned, this head-
quarters vill continue to furnish an officer to sct in that capacity.

(4) On three occasions during the period, US artillery
batterius were moved into (MD, on rsquest of the Senior Advisor, to pro-
vide defaensive fires and to support operations.

6. (C) Harassment and Interdictior. (H«I) Progrem.

as This headquarters continued to review the HAI program
to improve its effectiveness. IDuring the reporting period it was decided
to be more selective in the targets placed in this program, emphasizing
the most recant intelligence and confirmed ememy locations. It was also
decided to attack each targei with a heavier volume of fire rather than
firing one oxr two rounds on it, two or three times. While H:1 expendi-
tures have remained at approximately the same level as previously, it is
believe? that there is a greater return in terms of effect on the enemy.

be It is interesting to note that both the 18t end 25th
Infantry Divizion Artilleries, which aiso operate in this CTZ, hgve in-
dependently reduced the number of targets attacked by HiI fires, and have
also increased the number of rounds fired on each target. It is felt
that the overall resul:i has heen a gain in effectiveneass of all BXI
programs.

ce The wear and tear of nearly a year of combat opera-
tions on the M107 175am gun cerriages of II FPORCEV Artillexry umits has
led this headquarters to place restrictions on the use of Zone 3 with
thess weapons. At the prasent time, Zone 3 is fired only against tar-
geta of real tactical significsace. The completion of a acheduled ro-
placement program for the self-propelled carriages will result in &
1ifting of these restrictions.

11
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T. (C) Programs to Increase the Accuracy of Artillery.

a. As reported in paragraph B10 of Section I of the laat
Operational Report, this headquarters hes initiated meteorologiocal, survey
and oalibration programs to provide for greater accuracy of artillery fires
in the ocorps aresa.

b, Artillery Ballistic Metaorology (Metro).

A oomparative ballistic meteorological analysis between
XUAN LOC and NUI DAT was conducted during this period. As a result of this
test it was determined that a metro section should be employed at both lo-
cations. Ballistic temperatures and densities between the two locations
vere fairly compatible, differing by leas than two parcent. However, wind
speeds and directions varied considerably and, depending upon the aszimuth
of fire, use of metro from ony point while firing from another could cause
major differences in the computed point of impact and the actual point of
impact of an artillery projectile. Ti.. 2/35th Arty Metro Sesction has been
operational at XUAN LOC for several months and in December the 1/83d Arty
Metro Section will be empleced &t NUI DAT. As an interim measurs, a mestro
asection from HHB, 8TAB, 25th Arty was emplaced at NUI DAT om 23 October
and will provide metro support until the 1/832 Arty becomes operationsl.

c. Survey.

(1) Survey Operations.

The progrem for sxtending artillery survey ocon~
trol in the corps arsa progrezsed coneiderably during the period. Thiid-
order control has been established nut TAY NINH, CU CHI, PHU 10X, BI¥N HOA
and IONG BINH by tha 560th Fnar Co (Topo) and at HUI DAT by the Royal
Augtralisn Survey Corps. PFourth-ordexr control has been establiazhed a$
LATI KHE and BEN CAT by HHB, 8TAB, 25th Arty, and along Highway LTL 2,
soven kilometers north ana south of WUI DAT by the Divisional Survey,

1 ATF. Organizations with third-order accuracy survey capability now

in IXI CTZ are the 66th Engr Co (TPopo) and the Roysl Australian Survey
Corpes, 1 ATF. After gaining third-order starting control from thess
organizations or recovering existing control, the Divisionsgl Survay, 1

ATP and HHB, 8TAB, 25th Arty should be able to extend fourth-order con-
trol to all US/FWMAP and ARVN artillery units by April 1967. Two mouths
slippage in the estimated completion date of the artillery surwey progrem,
as foracast in the last Operational Report, has occurrad hecauss the
569th Engr Co (Topo) was not able to accomplish all requested projscte
during the summer, the 8TAB, 25th Arty did not receive its equipment un-
t1l 4 October 1966, and the 66th Engr Co (Topo) did not receive its equip-
ment until 29 October 1966.

12
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[y NOTop wWBmet XL i

The USARV Engineer has proposed & test ol the
Teasibility of uging pheicereamatric aquinrsrt 1 conjuiction with the
mapping choitnevaphy 7= thiy aaa in wo atr.me’ s avovide 2 high dene
nity ol survay coativd poarte tos arsidles: pusy .wes, If guceeseful,
the system will provide murvey points for battery positions, registra-
tion pointe and targets, without actial ground survey. Location and
direction acruvacsivn 't to weoat artillery reguivementa. This head-
jquartara is coordinating with the USARY Xngineer in this progran.
Actual test ot the synlem (9 .antativ.iy scheduice for the first calen-
aar querter of 1yb7. ¢ sest will pe in conjunction with ¢ large scale

tactical operation. 1. on.cessful, th.e aysatem will be of immsnae valus
in Vietnam.

de  a toiabl.g of é_@_.'.lsrl_i’_i&mwg.

The poniercre. fur catftiration of artillery plecee is
~ondaruiag. fa o7 v vy 236 of 290 0 x4 of 144 ARVK pleces
hava haer ecalilracctl. woa tillarny wfficer, 15 AMYE Corps has indi.
caied A dealrs bo Towr-. ~ LiYjure neser verad on the results of the

saidbratzon. fnig w0 oo st At s this project ae
Tuquusted.
i, ’ Svte o roard fiarbag cac.aentoe,

- wootvg s e, ety end mortar fire in which
WASTE L. Wt Ly v Pt P aas ard roncustatants have
bacomu~ 4 il ST o etae 0 g Yot poviog, this heacdquare
tex AWClY ¢ LT ety e w2 st 3Lt ot thoa mature. The
atyder v ddarest Sl a0 0 Lt a4 Y e P ARy (0 BT e Y ump]oymmt in
B T I N t i ceoouxlestive
B O S TP e T T L. warutonts. As a
sosult ol thes atiw, oM o Vom0 o T et Safedy -

ST WA Nt R S e e N ST NS T+ 14
I S S PR A BRSSP vod., T ot {¢ocaowed din
deli‘ely 0o o€ tdleny A L. sode b0 o wee , tseitalavy for errer.
a Ry o0 sl Lt Lo gt o tstae b L aCyy of 8
7% N V7T TS S A cor L. Y whues wed ae ine.ceure 10, It

w8 mrzect 3 tY ot 0 sufict sluevetics o this guldance the number of
weillery o Lorter rodfear s wiaiod xaesue.  Thie hezdquarters paine
PHING A Gl L Jal Proae,. 8 0L mend Sulais fepoits 51 artillery and mor-
b 2ncllete. o' o wOg P . . 6 [aoviuxtg Yimeir wivice und aseis-
tence whete possalie.
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9, (¢ dafaguare. e 2.c1aft from Folemdly Arsillery Fires.

- ova R T

A, T1 AWHOEY " ulatan 385-2, dated 23 Tuly 1966, subj:
“Sufuguardisy o' 0oL "vom Arviliary Rirss" referced to in Section I,
Fazagrara Rde oV ik oy cavioua Oneratioond Report {e currently under re-

vision,
- b, The surr-nt regwatisn. a ropy cf which was forwarded
& witiy the previous Operationsl Report, estrblished air corridors during
R Juyiight howrs in which Army sircraft o {1y between frequently vieited
o places in 111 C72, and into which artillery would not fire without noti-

fication to pilota. This regulation divected that each of the two US
dlvisions establish a Division Artillery Air Control Agency (DAACA) to
. acrve as a srurce of US srtillery information for areas of I1II CTZ not

. c:ver?d by Tactlsul ireas of Responsibiiity (TAORz) or Areas of Opera~-
tion (Avs;.

i%

Ye U 24 Auawet 1766, comments and/or recommendatione
ser improvement of the regulution wers requested from gsubordinate com-
~wnds. A summary of the rwre siyn:ficent comwents follows:

(1; vainigs repeated every five minutes by DAACA
vl unite fiting througl werridors, rlus alrcrvaft xeporting flights out=
<12a carriaore, aid routing i pilots arcund fires affecting his flight,
awses the r.Gio frequancy “u bo cluttarcd beyond an acceptable level.

Dowten

ol P

f2; In c.der for the aviatos ic repcri point of exit,
G.abwl2W® ol Lo, Wb ti?s wnd time of ~v.r upoa L esving the corwvidors
ne wonula hwuve to selur congtuntuv tu o« mad to kanw his exact position.
it 1o impractical ior the H~19 vz 1 pilot to tratendt ihe above infoxe
RGN iy ean Lt ablan Lot Doy aut 1z obo glouzadt at ths
vt tima.

<3,
il

Ea

P B

V1) e aseliey ot farlu o satteiara in LI1 Coxps
3370 ntad wibl LirT.eita. coogantint®y, arviriers tg being fired
Lot e LoeviTers aush ot the .awe, facaettating continuvous broad-
caaning .

', b yus asuedent afior revieving the replies that the
Lim.tat n o« npot been favorably acecpted by unite concerned. Thera
«u8 such uwnaniaoi.s opinion agxlnut the corridor concept that a different
apprearh Weo Jadlcazed.  a =~avisica of the r>gpulation incorporating coa~
achbe mad iscowseadaticns nf gwoordinsie unitvs was propesed to CG, II
ITORMKY for approvel. The moot significant features of the proposed
revision are as follows:

14
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(1) Ten Artillery Warning Control Centers (AWCC) cur-
rently in operation in J!I! Corps will be utilized, thua sliminating the
requirement for any significant increase in personnel and/or equipment.

(2) wWueh aveew +rf11 furnisn ndviscriea unon requsat to
include all artillery in its area of responaiuility (US, ARVN, FWMAF).
The current regulation does no% provide for reporting of ARVN artillery
firing.

(3) Frequencies and call signs of the AWCC will be
unclaggified and will not change unless absolutely necessary. If it is
necessary to change a frequency it will be done by a NOTAM.

(4) Pilots will be able to contact an AYCC for advi-
sories vwhen nearing ita area of responsibility. The advisories to the
pilot will give:

(a) Location of guns toc nearest town.
(t) Azimuth of fire in degrees.

(¢) Maximum ordinate.

(d) Range to nearest mila.

Giving the location of guns to the nearest town will minimize the nead
{ev « aap in the cockpit.

(%) EBach commandex assigred an AO0 for a specific
~.etinn wiil designate an sgency or element of his command to receive
rorgote of avtillery firing in the A0 and provide rotification to avia-
to-g wrilizing the approcriate frequency and call sign of his primary
«tex of artillery warning respensibility.

(f) Iacueing units assigned a TACR or A0 will estab-
3wt an avCG 88 aLon as prachtical. New AWCC, all changes in call siges
14, or frequenciss, and eny otner information pertinent to AWCC will be
publiahed by icth Aviation Group as NOTAMa.

10. {C) Deeiline of Artillery Weapons.

A, The average daily deadline rate for the M107 in Avguat
1460 wna 2.8 versans per day for 14 weaspons or 204. During the month of
Yeptemper 1966 the rate vas 3.4 weapoms per day for 16 weapons or 20% and
a steady decline to 1.3 weapons per day for 12 weapons or 11% for the
month of October 1966. This cen be sttributed to a better organizational
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ot e, L ! 2 & aint-onanoe suppurt, ond greater stockege of
Sapair varte tttan 0~y t this time tnat « r 2uction In Zoam 3
fiving has cortributed tn th. d~cline of deadlined waagpons.

Tosoverarr daly deadlis e rate 57 e 110 in Augiut
teeh wng N. 1 wne3pons per &y ‘ur 10 weapons - 7%. Dluring the month of
. tembor 19¢6 tha rate <us 1., weapons per Jav for 8 weapons or 1%% and
:'~lined to N.Y weapone paxr 3wy for 8 weapons or 11% for the month of
Nigengr 1900, aprove! orgaiizatica end fleld maintenance as well as

ceater availability of rapair rarts are improving the maintenance pos-
e Oof Wiend Weapnns.

ne  'the gvarege daily deadline rate for the M109 in Auguat

1400 was 3.8 weapons par sy for 18 weapons or 21%. During the month of
“:ptamper 1966 the cat. was 3.0 weapona per day for 18 weapons or 17% and
leclined to 2.c wea,ona per duy Tor 1t waapons or 14% for the month of
Nateber 196k, It must be notad that al thoush there has been a decline in
vhe percentage of deodiined M109's, in certain instencea thore have been
‘ay perinde of 1owm time. (1 desdlined for 24 daye (dbreach assembly),

i uther deadliced for 19 dava (brasch assembly) and 1 for 12 days (equili-
VL0 ~ ToeHDetalor wel; Suumer owival) ). These instances highlight
the ainTiage 0f rapair parts 1n RVN, which places constent demand on Red
-l lor repslr paris supnost, thus creating the long periods of deadline.
1y, aumerous reclifier cocling fans have disintegrated for no apparent
apwan oitd foacant ferlare of resaperstor szala anl bors evecuator valves

-ve contzibitel 10 the numbsr of deadlined weapons.

4, in~g *he modifimd M-117 telescopes have been received
<3 problems Lav: been xperiedesd with panoramic talescopes.

11 {r) rfomrmafcstione,

faomrlcoatiors effirts during this reporting period were
., ratad pmamariiv ¢ oncrdinzting the establishment of VHF circuits froa
e wctuloers Lo spur.or and sibordinave units snd to the training
cevenibns L tng Rodlo wod ‘iessaae Conter gections.

- s

s kA
odi v e laying og wire lines for any great distance
b evWd TYPC L. wAVIPULwons 1. 1 3 poactical, VHF commmications is an
sbaenal ag Lgoitv. Gl 4 esieblished primarily for quick snd effi-

. PO Y0t ide L.t @0 ¢ waEl ~ad somson uger circuits are utiliged
Louod 06 thels aveuladbiiity. Nommaliy, it is desiradle tc establieh sole
noar circuits from oparadicns to cperations and conmmon user oircuits from
awit chboard to switchboard. VEP support for this headquartere has been
aa;ivlied by the 4Y3d Signal Batteiion, and has become the primary means of
s.anunicabions foxr vobn taciical and administrative purposes when commvni-
~alia, outside of thiz hoa:iusrtens.
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b. iraiuing snd operations.

(1) 7o maintain a tactical proficiency for Message
3..ter perscmnal, tra.aing wuaa prosided on the Central Office Teletype~
wouto s iN/MuC=17 ané tne rarminal Talegraph AI\/MSC-29. To date this
eqripent Lus a0 beea uiliized in a tactical situation.

(2) vuring the reporting period approximately twenty-
four hundred docuaents (JheRET, CONFIDENTIAL, FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY end
UNCLASSIFIED) were processed by this hsadquarters's Messsge Center. This
processing includsa logsing, distributing end filing of all correspon-
dence and the destruction of all SECRET docunents within the headquarters.
Ail newly assigned communications persornel were trained on Measage Center
procedures.

{(*: 7his aealauarters furnished commmications per-
sosunel and equivment in support c¢f subordinate wnit's commmications cpors-
£.-a8. This #.= mpde ne-egsary because of the shortage of both personnel
. wquippent .p the suvordinate units. Two AN/GRC-46's and a total of
twentv-five radio operators wsre sent to three unite during the reporting
cesiude Thiz not only proved to be an aid to the supported unit but also
3..ntainad a high degrae of praflciancy among this headquarter's radio
arerators.

12. U} Addition of Artillery Section to HQ, USARV,

Since thia heauquarters became operational inm March 1966,

2}, re heve ueen a number of actions involving artillery which wers of
suLicern 10 moye than one corpe tactical zone. The movement of a battery
of heuvy axeil esy from III (12 to I CTZ in late September was a mejor
sr?a-+a) ing a1 o¥ampla of an apevation which could have been more
o Cluelentl, hardicd at USaiV Level by an artiliery sectior in that head-
quiTiore. Stalf officers at MACV, USARV, snd 1st Logistical Command ulil
s oz sivclved in the move of this battery from PHUOC VINH to DA NAMG.
c-.eitans whict c¢:uld be accomplished by an Army artillery section at HQ,
o av Lizlude *he detercinstion of number and types of nonorganic artil-
..y mats reqiiced by tne forcea in the command to include special equip-

+. Sach an eactiiler section could be used to racormend the allocation
5 voricua types of artillery, the assignment of personnel, and to deter~
».2ia ~eplacemant requirements for artillery umnita. Plenning the recep-
-..n and proceasing of srtillery wnits, publishing information and intel-
11 .ance >f interest to aztillery units, determining ammmition require~
met.t.. 8L3 mMON1to.ing ana controlling ammmition expenditures, end moni~
tcring the artillery maintenance program are sll functions which could
alao be performed by an artillery nection at USARV, The increasing use
of artillery in RVN will create more inatances where artillery coordination

17
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must oross corps tactical boundarias. To improve the coordiration of
artillery matters throughout RVN, thie headquarters recommended to CG,

II FFORCEV that an artillery section similar to that found in the type
field army be added to H{Q, USARV. CG, II FPORCEV concurred in thie rs-
commendation and on 27 October 1966 dispatcheZ a letter to DCG, USARY
reoommanding this course of action. At the close of this reporting period

no indication has been received as to whether this section will be eatab-
lighed.

15. (C) Officer Replacements.

a. It has been the experierce of this headquariers that
officers who lack a strong Field Artiliery background, including previous
assignments in cannon artillery units, are of limited value in Pield Ar~
tillery positions in the counterinsurgency environment of Vietnam. W¥ithin
this headquarters, officers with training and experience mainly in Air
Defense can be uvsed only in positions not requiring Field Artillery ex-
perience. Vhen used in other positicus it imposes an increaszed load on

the experienced Field Artillery officers. At the battery and bsttaliom
lsvel, previous Field Artilliery training and experience are essential.
Division artillery comuanders aud the senior artillery edvisor at III
ARVN Corps have recently expressed concerp at the influx of Air Defense
trained officers for assignmwmt in Field Artillery poaitiuns.

b. Four lieutenants, two 1964 and two 1965 graduates of
u3MA, were assigned to two of the nnits of II FFORCEV Artillery while
the units were preparing for deployment to Vietnam. These officers hud
not attended the basic course for Field Artillery officers at Fort Sill,
and consequently had to undergo considerable on-the-job training before
becoming acceptably proficient as battery officers. During this pariod
St exrangion there is not time to train officers in units in the basic
fundamentals of their branch. Additionally, kmowledgeable officers are
needed to train their men in order to prepare for overseas deployment
in & minimum time.

14. (\U) Maps.

a. This headquarters received the basic load of new map
saries (L7014), 1:50,000 on 6 October. These maps were photo revised
from 1965-66 aerial photography. The accuracy obtained from this new
geries will improve the efficiency of artillery operations.

b, On 2 September a supply of maps was received thet had
been photostatically reduced from a scale of 1:50,000 to 1:100,000. How-
ever, they could not be utilized due to illegible aymbols and a lack of
relief contrast. A need atill exists for a patisfactory 1:100,000 map
of Vietnam.

18
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Section 1I, Part 1 - Ubservationa/heasona learned.

Employment of Heavy Artillery

Ltam: smploymant of compusite 175mm/8" batteries.

Discusgion: The experience of nearly a year of combal operations in III
CT% haw shown that tha fires of two 175mum guns and two 8" howitzers are
normally adequate to provide heavy artillery support from any given loca-
vion. By forming composite 175mm/8" batteries in all heavy battalions of
11 FYORCEV Artillery and employing them separately, the area covered by
these units was greatly expended. Limiting faotors in axtending cover-
ags are the number of batteries available and the requirement to station
batteries in base csmps of major maneuver elements to obtain necess&ry
sscurity.

vbrervation: Employing heavy artillery by composite 175mm/8" batteries
offords the maximum heavy artillery coverage and still provides adequate
suppert from each locatioun.

Artillery Safety

Item: Artillery gunnery procedures.

Discussion: As discuseed in paragraph B8, Section I, the presence of
dengsly populated warcas jn 1IT CTZ end the difficulty of pinpointing
Iriendly troops cperatinz in heavy jungle combine to make it abaolutely
necessary that standar’ gunnery procedures are followed rigidly, ana
that check aystems are employed to detect gunnery or tvansmissicn sr-
rors before they result in rowunds landing at other than intended tar-
f2ece 1t is extromely {wportant for artillery units to keep informed on
current sriendly locat.onc. -
L>sson Learned: There is no substitute for standard, battle tested
guirery procedures and double checke to insure that firing data is
cocrectly compucted and accurately applied to the pisces.

Alrcraft Safety

.

Item: 1Vse of Air Corridors to Safequaerd Aircraft from Priendly Artillery.

Diacusaion: In thig combat environment, with artillery firing in all
direction and with numerous aircraft operating in thbe aane area, much
thought hes been given to the protection of aircraft from frisndly ar-
tillery. Accordingly, II FFORCEV published Regulation 385-2 om 23 July
1966. This regulation established air corridors during daylight hours
in which esircraft may fly between frequently visited placea in IIX Corps,

CovmIGRADID AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
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and inte which artillery would not fire without notification to pilots.
After 30 days of operaticn, major subordinamte commands were requeated
to evaluate the corridor concept (Regulation 389-2). A summary of the
comments and/or recommendations rmceived from subordinate units and the
action taken is discuseed in paragraph R9, Section I of this report.

Losson Learned: That both pilots and artillery unitas do not consider
this corridor concept to be the moat practicsble end feasible manner to
minimize the hazard to aircraft from friendiy artillery in the III CTZ.

Section 11, Part 2 - Recomwendations.

A. (U) Scnooling of Newly - Commissionad Officers.

In paragraph B13 of Section I it was pointed out that sonme
newly-coumissioned artiliery officera were being assigned to units pre-
paring for deployment to Vietnam without firat attending the officer's
basic coursze in Field Artillery at Port Sill. Fhis policy is contrary
to that generally followed during World War If and the Korean confliot
when &ll newly-commissioned cfficers attended the basic course prior to
being assigned to units. Lxperience during those wars confirmed the
dosirability of that course of action. The Weat Point clase of 1950
vaa sn oxception to this policy; the experience of this clase resulted
in a deciaion to have subsequent classes attend their branch basic
course bafore veing aszsigned to unite.

RECOMMENDAT JON s

That all newly-commissioned Field Artillery officers, other than 0CS
graduates, be sent first to ettend the hasic coursa at fort Sill be-
fore being assigned to Field Artillery units.

B. (S) Aircraft for Artillery Units.

In paragraph E3i, Section I, the minizum requirsments in air-

eraft for continuous operationa of the 54th Artillery Group and its as-
signed battalions was stated.

HECOMMENDATION :

Tntrl thoge minimum requirements can be met, that the 54th Artillery Group
and its subordinate battalions, 2/35th Arty, 1/83d Arty and 7/9th Arty
each be provided ono observation helicopter (OH-13 or OH-23) and two 0-1
observation aircraft as an interim priority requirement. Of the two type
aircraft needed, the light helicopters are the more urgsnt raquiremgnt as
I1 FFORCEV has besn able to temporsrily provide minimal O-1 support from
its fixed wing assets, but has no light observation heliocoptar resources.
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CONFIDENTIAL

TAY NINH

BASE CAMP DEPLOYMENT OF 23D ARTILLERY GROUP W 31 OCTOBER 1966
HQ 23D ARTILLERY GROUP (PHU LOI)
2D 8N (175/8") 32D ARTILLFERY BN
HQS, sSvC, 1 PLT, BTRY C (CU CHI)
BIRY A éxu,m LOC)
IPRY B (LAI KIE)
ATRY C (~) (TAY NINH)
2D BN (8"/175) 27TH ARTILLERY BN
g, BTRY C (PHUOC VINH)
BTRY A (BEAKCAT)
SVC BPRY (LONG BINH)
OPRY B ATCHD III MaF
2D BN (105 T) 13T ARTILLERY BN (PHU LOI)

INCL 3 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

BASE CAMP DEPLOYMENT OF 54TH ARTILLERY GROUP
HQ S4TH ARTY GROUP (XUAN LOC)
2D 3N (155 SP) 35TH ARTY (-) (XUAM LOC)
BTRY 4 (NUI DAT)
7ML 3N (105 T) 9TH ARTY (BEAR CAT)
T0 BE OPERATIONAL NUVEMBER 1966
18T BN (8%/175) 83D ARTY (-) (NUI DAT)
BTRY A 'SXUAN LOC)
3TRY B (BEAR CAT) -
(70 BL OPERATIONAL EARLY DECEMBER 1966)

Y

INCL 4 CONFIDENTIAL -
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CONFIDENTIAL

TAY NINH

’P/,W 1
' A72] o (13
S-)EIU XU‘;\N
L b RUNG X
o oc LA Ir xII
SAIGON (OPER. TOLEDO) X
x IT
Ir xx

DEPLOYMENT OF 2D BN (105 T) 13TH ARTILIKRY OH 4 SEPTRMBaR 1966

INCL 5 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

PHUC LOC ¢ Y
SV/2( o |35 SN
41 KM \\:g X
_———— —— OXUAN LOC oM X
LONG
/BINH I X
,A/2 e |35
0
\xx o SAJGON v | ew
W X )

i
|
Fen
DA

bt

DEPLOYMENT OF 2D BN (155 SP) 35TH ARTILLERY OK 16 CCTOBER 1966
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CONFIDENTIAL

o N

TAY NINH
—4‘\
asz2f e 1

L LY py

c/2] ¢ |13

Sv/el e |13

XUaN LOC

SAIGDN

(\\/‘VA-/\\,\/\L/.,J

DEPLOYMENT OPF 2D BN (105 T) 13Pd ARTILLERY ON 28 OCTOBER 1966
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMEXT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS II FIELD FORCE VIETNAM
APO San Francisoco 96266

AVFB~FAC ¥ September 1966
SUBJECT: Letter of Inatructionm (LOI ~-66) (U)

T0: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (U) PURPOSE:

To provide for the most effective employment of the artillery
in III Corps Tactical Zone.

2. (C) CONCEPT:

Cormanders should establish necessary commnicatiens between
artillery units of their commands and friendly units, installetiones and
outposts within range of their weapons to insure that immediately re-
aponsive artillery fires ars available to support tactical operations
and unssist in the defense of instellations and outposts.

3. (C) RESPONSIBILITIES:

a. US/PWMAF oommanders under the opsrational control of this
headquarters ghould:

(1) Establish commnications Letween artillery wnits of
their commands and ARVN units and installutions in range of their weapons.

(2) Establish commmications with province chiefs to insure
that requests for fire from artillery units within range of outposts, ham-
lets and province and district towngs can be processed with minjwum delay.

(3) Establish communications betwsen artillery units of
their commands und Special Forces camps in range of their veapons to pro-
vide for artillary support of camp defense and operations conducted by
forces from the campa.

b, US/FWMAP commanders and US edvis(rs should encourage ARVN
commanders to:

(1) Teke cognizance of the ability of US/MMAF artillery to
assume support of GVN/ARVE installations, thereby releasing ARVN artillery
units for restationing to improve artillery ooverszge snd to psrmit the use
of more ARVN srtillery in support of operatious.

DOWMGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS, CONFIDENTIAL!EFA 4. 2628 0p

DOD DIR 5200.1¢ 10G NO. .

Copy No, w...l. .. oif,} -
'N CL 8 39
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVFB-FAC 9 September 1966
SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction (LOI 5-66) (U)

(&) oOffer available ARVN artillery support to US/PWMAY bases
and opsrations.

(3) Coordinate displacements of ARVN artillery with US/PWMAFP
commandars ooncer. 3d.

4. (C) IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIORS <

a. The communications requirsd by this 10I should be established
both from base camps and from artillery bases in areas of oporations, and

will apply equally to GVN and ARVN forcss in their base cemps and on opera-
tions.

b. US advisors with GVN/ARVN should assist in effecting liasison
when required.

c. Fire planning and firing of check rounds on defensive concen-
trations should be done whers applicable.

d. Artillery support should be planned for convoy movements.

e. Displacements of US/FWMAF artvillery wnits should be voordi-
nated with appropriate ARVN commandsrs, consistent with security require-
ments, in sufficient time to allow ARVN to displace ARVN artillery to cover
areas left uncovered by movemant of US/FWMAF artillery.

f. YUS/FWMAF companders should offer meteorological and survey
support to ARVN commanders where this aupport is available, and should
assist US advisors with ARVN artillsry units in providing technical train-
ing.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

s J7 pinlon

RICHARD T. KNOWLES
Brigadier Generaly GS
Chief of Staff

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DIR 5200 10 CONFIDENTIAL
ko
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CRMFIGENTIAL

AVFB-FiC 9 Saptember 1966
CUBJECT: Letter of Instruction (LOI 5-66) (U)

DISTRIBUTION:
Special
CG, 1at Inf Div - 15
CG, 25th Inf Div - 15
CG, 173d Abn Bde (Sep) - 5
CG, 1 ATF - 5
C0, 234 Arty Gp - 15
CO, 11th ACR - §
DSA, III Corps - 2
Sr Arty Adv, 5th ARVN Div - 4
Sr Arty Adv, 10th ARVN Div - 4
Sr Arty Adv, 25th ARVN Div - 4
II FFORCEV
G1 -1
G2 - 1
G5 ~3
G4 - 1
GH - 1
Engr - 1
Signal - 1
II FFORCEV Arty
S1 - 1
S2 -1
83 - 25
S4 - 1

CONFIDENTIAL
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H1HORCEY Fop 8-
DEDPARTMENTD OF 'HE ARMY
HEADQUAR TERS 11 FIE LD FORCE VIEITNAM
APO San Francisco 962060

REGULA I'TON 2 Gatober 19l
NUMBLER 385-3

SAFETY

PREVENIION OF ARTILLERY AND MORTAR INCIDENTS

1. REFERENCLS:

a. Directive Number 350-3, Headquarters, USMACYV, dated 18
August 196v, subject: Education and Training, Proficiency Traiming,

b. Regulation Number 335-5, this headquarters, dated 27 August
1900, subject: Reports, Investigation and Reporting of Incidents Involving
Artillery and Mortar Fire, Naval Gunfire and Air Strikes,

c. Letter of Instruction (LOI 6-66) (U), AVXC, this head};uarters
dated 27 September 1966,

d. Letter, AVX-CG, this headquarters, dated 17 June 1966, subject:
Errors in Artillery and Mortar Fires,

e. Confidential Message, AVFB-FAC 80465, this headquarters, DTG
200237Z August 1966, subj: Employment of Fire Support (U).

2. PURPOSE: The purpose of this regulation is to establish systematic
procedures, with adequate emphasis on safety, so that accurate and timely
artillery and mortar fire can be delivered on targets in support of ground
actions, :

3. GENERAL:
a. The role of artillery in counterinsurgency operations presents

problems not previously faced in conventional wars., The intermingling of
enemy with friendly inhabitants in and near {riendly installations requires

INCL 9 ¥
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Reg No 385%-3, HQ I FFORCEY APO San F'r:ncisco 96266, 2 Oct 66 (Cont'd)

diligent checks on himing data and absolute adherence by all artillery units
to proven procedures and techmques,  Gunnery errors which lead to the doath
or myury of triendly soldiers or noncombatants can be ehinnnated through
sound tra:nmng programs and active command supervision of every stape from
the reception ot a fire nussion untsl the delhivery of the rounds on the targets.,

b. T'he need tor immediately responsive fire support should net be
satistied at the sacritice of the maximum possible accuracy 1n providing
that support.  T'his principle should be followed 1n all actions taken in com-
pliance with this regulation,

4. RESPONSIBILITIES: All commmanders will;

a., Publish SOP's appropriate to the level of command detailing the
procedures to be followed within the command to insure that fires delivered
by indirect fire weapons are accurate, timely and safe.

b. Institute continuing programs to train to the highest level of
proliciency all personrel involved in processing fire missions, in preparing

firing data, 1n transmitting fire commands and in serving the pieces.

5. PROCEDURES:

a., The SOP's written in compliance with this regulation will specify
that checke are to be made at each step from the initiation to the termanation
of a fire mission,

(1} Particularly important are the checks to insure accurate
transmission and recording of fire requests and firing data, Readback
procedures must be habitually followed.

(2) SOP's will require the use of check charts, independent
computation of firing data by at least two persons, and checks to insure
that proper settings are applied to the pieces. Discrepancie= in the re-
sults obtained in computations by different persons will I resolved im-
mediately by the Fire Direction Officer before firing.

b. Fire direction centers will make every effort to keep abreast
of friendly troop locations and post an overlay of these locations on firing
charts. Fire Direction Officers will examine the location of each target
plot and the plots of rounds fired in adjustment relative to the friendly
forces and no-fire lines or 1reas.
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Reg No 385-3, HQ I FFORCEV APO San Francisco 96266, 2 Oct L6 (Contay
¢. Rules ol engagement as spectficd i Annex A to reference e
must be scrupulously tollowed to avoid noncombatant casualties.  Fircs

near inhabited arcas will be governed by the following additional guidance,

(1) Target plots will be comparcd with best available data

on locations of mhabited arcas,

13 (2) Unobscerved fires should not be planned closer than 1000
preters from triendly villages or namlets unless spec-fically requested by
ARVN or clearly identified as hostile and cleared for firing by ARVN/GV
x'*. authorities.

d. Full use will be made of avarlable metro and survey data.
Registrations will be conducted for every charge likely to be used from
given position. For base camps these registrations will be conducted con-
currently with determination of metro data and as frequently as requircd
to ensure accurate delivery of fire. For tactical field positions every
etfort will be made to conduct registrations as soon after occupation of
2 position as possible. If fires must be delivered before registration, the
best corrections available will be applied, e, g. VE and recent metro
message.

n, 0

e. Commanders and air observers will periodically request check
rounds on registration points and known concentrations to check accuracy of
firing data. Defensive concentrations will be check fired witk utmost cau-
x tion. A single round will be used as an initial check, and a full Battery

sheaf will be subsequently fired if time and ammunition permit. Individual
- piece corrections, if known, will be applied when defensive concentrations
are plotted near friendly positions.

<, -
N
~ .

Tuis &

f. Personnel shift changes in fire direction centers will not be

M made until the new shift has been thoroughly briefed by the old shift ¢cn
the tactical situation, location of supported units, concentrations fired

g and all other pertinent information.

% g. Drills for fire direction and firing battery personnel should be

conducted frequently under close supervision, Deviations from prescribed
procedures detected during these drills must not be tolerated.

h. Batteries ¢n independent missions should have augmented FDC's
to insure a 24 hour capability with rested and alert personnel.
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Roepg No 883, 11Q 1T FEFORCEY APO San Francisco 962066, 2 Oct 66 (1 i o

o, REBPORTS: Prompt and thorough investigation and reporting of -
cudents will be made 1n accordance with reference b,

FOR TIlE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: RICHARD T, KNOWLES
Brigadier General, GS
Chief of Staff

Colonel, AGC
Adjutant General

DISTRIBUT'ION:

Special
CG, lst Inf Dwv - 100
CG, 25th Inf Div - 100
CG, 173d Abn Bde - 50
CO, 11th ACR - 50
CG, | ATF - 25
CO, 23d Arty Gp - 50
CO, 54th Arty Gp - 50
I1 FFORCEV
Gl -1

G2 -1

G3 -3

Gt -1

G5 -1

Engr -1

Signal - 1 .
II FFORCEV ARTY

S1 -1

S2 -1

53 - 10

S4 -1
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FOR OFFICTAL USE ONLY

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam
APO San Francisco 96266

AVFB-CG 30 September 1966

SUBJECT: Prevention ol Errors in Artillery and Mortar Fires

ro: Commanding CGeneral, lst Infantry Division, APO 96345
Commanding General, 25th Infantry Division, APO 96225
Commanding General, 173d Airborne Brigade, APO 96227
Commanding General, 196th Infantry Brigade, APO 96225
Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery,

APO 962066
Commander, lst Australian Task Force, AFPO 3, c/o
APO 96291

1. References:

a. Letter, AVX-CG, HQ II FFORCEV, 17 June 1966,
subject: Ervors in Arullery and Mortar Fires.

b. Confidential Message, AVFB-FAC, 80465, HQ II FFORCEV,
200237Z August 1966, subject: Employment of Fire Support (U).

2. So far during the month of September 1966, thirteen incidents
involving US artillery and mortar units in II Field Force Vietnam resulted
in 6 US KI1A, 30 US WIA, 9 Vietnamese civilians killed and 18 civilians
wounded. Investigation of these incidents has revealed that seven were
caused by errors in fire direction centers, one by defective equipment,
one by failure to obtain clearance to fire and one by error of a forward
observer. Three incidents involved no error, but civilians were killed
or injured by fires directed into areas properly cleared by ARVN and
GVN authorities.

3. The following were contributing causes:

a. Lack of close, continuing supervision of the actions of
chart operators and computers by an officer in the fire direction center,

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
INCL 10 Wy




FOR OFFICIAL USF ONLY

AVEB-CG 30 September 1966
SUBJECT: Prevention of Errors in Artillery and Mortar Fires

b. Failure of infantry units to give the firing battery the
exact location and limits of their position and failure of the firing
battery to request this information.

c. In changing personnel shifts in the fire direction center,
tailure of the old shift to brief thoroughly the new shift on the tactical
situation, location of supported units, concentrations fired, and other
pertinent information,

d. Lack of, or failure to foilow, a unit SOP on check proce-
dures in the fire direction center so that rery measurement, computa-
tion and transmission is checked by at least two individuals acting
independently.

e. Failure of executive officer, chief of firing battery, and
chiefs of section to make independent checks of the laying of the battery
and of all settings on the pieces.

f. Fatigue and inexperience of personnel operating in fire
directicn centers,

4. Other errors discovered during investigations which did not
contribute directly to the injury or damage in these particular incidents
include:

a. Failure to register upon occupying position.

b. Lack of position area survey.

c. Use of one charge in firing in a concentratioa and a
different charge in refiring the same concentration on call.

5. In spite of the emphasis placed on reducing the human errors
made in artillery and mortar fires, reference paragraph l above, there
has been a sharp increase in the number of these incidents. It should
be apparent to all commanders that increased attention and supervision
is required.
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AVEFB-CG 30 September 1966
SUBJECT: Prevention of Errors in Artillery and Mortar Fires

b.  Within the next tew days, a Il Field Force Vietnam regulation
on prevention ot artillery and mortar incidents will be published. The
information contained 1n this regulation is not new. Current field
manuals cover the subject in more detail. I kelieve that full application
ot the precedures outhned in this regulation will reduce errors to the
minimum. [ particularly desire increased emphasis in the following
areas:

a. Drills for hire direction and firing battery personnel
should be conducted frequently under the supervision of the best qualified
otficer and noncomnussioned olficer personnel available.

b. Batteries which are operating independently should have
their FDC's augmented with qualified officer and enlisted personnel
trom battalions to permit fully effective 24 hour operation. Fatigue
and stress contribute to errors.

c. Battalion commanders, and particularly $3's, must
constantly observe in detail the procedures being followed in battery fire
direction centers and firing batteries and make on-the-spot corrections.

d. Accuracy of fire should be emphasized over speed.
Adequate speed will come from training.

7. While I expect errors in artillery and mortar firing to be
investigated immediately and thoroughly, additional attention must be
paid to the prevention of errors. Needless loss of life and injury to our
own people and to non-combatants must be stopped.

A2 Leaiseiren

JONATHAN O. SEAMAN
Lieutenant General, USA
Commanding
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SECRET

AV¥BC-H (1& How 66) lst Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October
1966 (RCS CSFOR-65)(U)

DA, HQ II Field Foree Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96266 8 JAN 1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developmsnt, Dept of the Army,
Washington, D.C,,20310

1. The Operational Report-Lessons lLearned submitted by Head~
quarters, II Fleld Force Vietpnam Artillery for the quarter ending
31 October 1966 is considered adequate and is forwardsd herewith.

2. This headquarters has reviewed subject repert and concurs
with the comments and recommendations contained therein,

3. Reference Section II, Part2, par B, Aircraft for Artillery
Units, page 20: Aircraft are now allocated on an air mission basis.
As additional aircraft become available this year, the mission requir-
ment of the artillery will be more sasily met.

W,%ﬁ ) .
[WAYNE D. BLANTON

WO.-W1, USA
Acting Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER:

1l Incl
ne

DOWHGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5206.10
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